Once Saved – Always Saved (No Matter What?)
[Verses (and brief comments) used in 3 part sermon series]
Al Bayne – St. Pierre Bible Fellowship Church – May 2nd, 2010
2 Timothy 3:16 says – “All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching...”

We cannot accept some verses and ignore others, and we cannot use one verse to negate another.  We need to find a balance in what scripture is teaching.  
One of the most re-assuring set of verses in the Bible.

Romans 8:31-39: - “...If God is for us who can be against us...Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?...overwhelming victory is ours through Christ who loved us.  And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow – not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.  No power in the sky above or the earth below – indeed – nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

These verses should make Christians feel very secure.  That is why they are in the Bible.  They say nothing can separate us from the love of God – no matter what.  The devil or his demons cannot steal our salvation from us.  No outside forces or other people can take our salvation from us.  Nothing can cause God to change His mind about us.  God will not forget about us.  We cannot accidentally lose our salvation.  A Christian is safe in the arms of Jesus.   So shouldn’t that end the discussion about “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What?  That looks pretty definite doesn’t it?  “Once Saved – Always Saved” appears to be written all over these verses.

But, notice Romans is not saying “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What”.  Romans 8 is talking about external things – things over which we have no control – death, angels, demons, powers.   It doesn’t mention our choices – which is something we do have control over.  It is saying, that a person who chooses to continue to follow Jesus, has a secure salvation.  So much as it depends on God we are secure, but if we turn away, get entangled in sin, ignore holy living, then our eternal security is in jeopardy.
Another very re-assuring verse.

John 10:27-29  - “My sheep listen to My voice, I know them, and they follow Me.  I give them eternal life and they shall never perish, no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who gave them to Me, is greater than all, no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”

 A great illustration of what our eternal security looks like is to imagine as a Christian you are in God’s hands, and as long as you are in God’s hands you are completely and totally secure.  But if you decide to crawl out of God’s hands (as in stop listening and following ) then you are no longer secure.
Verses that don’t support “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What”
 2 Timothy 2:11-13 - “This is a trustworthy saying:  If we died with Him, we will also live with Him.  If we endure, we will also reign with Him.  If we disown Him, He will disown us.  
Hebrews 6:4-6: - “For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened – those who have experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the Word of God and the power of the age to come – and who then turn away from God.  It is impossible to bring such people back to repentance, by rejecting the Son of God they themselves are nailing Him to the cross once again, and holding Him up to public shame.”
Aren’t these verses in Hebrews describing a Christian?  It says it is possible for a Christian to turn away from God – to reject Jesus once a person has already experienced salvation.  Again, you can choose to walk away from your salvation.  The “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What” thought is not supported here.

2 Peter 2:20-21 - “And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before.  It would be better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it, and then reject the command they were given to live a holy life.”

It is clear here, that this verse is talking about Christians.  If someone allows themselves to get tangled up in sin after they have been set free they are worse off in the end then when they were non-Christians.  The command referred to is in 1 Peter 1:16 “You must be holy for I am holy” which is a quote from Lev. 11:44.  What does it mean to be ‘holy’?   Being holy means to be separate - to be set aside.  As Christians we are to live differently than non-Christians.

Hebrews 10:26 says:


“(Brothers) If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left.”

Hebrews 10:38-39 says:


“But My righteous one will live by faith.  And if he shrinks back, I (God) will not be pleased with him.  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.”
Jude 8 & 12 says:


“...godless men who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality...They are clouds without rain...autumn trees without fruit, and uprooted – twice dead.”
Verses about overcoming, enduring, standing firm, persevering, and continuing in faith

Revelation 3:1-6:  “To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.  I know your deeds, you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  Wake-up!  Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the site of my God.  Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard, obey it, and repent.  But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.”


“Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.  He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white.  I will never blot out his name from the Book of Life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and His angels.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
What is obvious is how secure we are in the hands of Jesus – our names will never be blotted out from the Book of Life – if we overcome.


It is also obvious that this is a call to wake up our faith.  This is one of eight verses in Revelation that refer to our need to overcome.  These first seven are each part of the endings of the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3. 
2:7: “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the Tree of Life which is in the paradise of God.”
2:11:  “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.”

2:17:  “To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna.”

2:26:  “To him who overcomes and does My will to the end, I will give authority over the nations.”

3:12:  “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of My God.”

3:21:  “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with Me on My throne.”


And the Book of Revelation ends with a further statement on overcoming.

 21:7 – “ He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God...”

2 Timothy 2:11-13:  “Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we disown Him, He will disown us.”

The word endure means to overcome, to be victorious, to persevere, to press-on believing even when it is difficult. A faith that endures is one that holds up through difficult times, and continues to the end. 

The Gospels in the context of ‘faith under fire’ also talk about the need to endure in our faith.

Mathew 10:22:  “All men will hate you because of Me, but he who stands firm (endures, overcomes, perseveres) to the end will be saved.”

Mark 13:13:  “All men will hate you because of Me, but he who stands firm (endures, overcomes, perseveres) to the end will be saved.”

Mathew 24:12-13:  “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm (endures, overcomes) to the end will be saved.”  

The standing firm, the enduring, the overcoming, and the persevering, is all related to our faith.

Consider these ‘call to perseverance’ verses.

1 Timothy 4:16:  “Watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

Hebrews 10:36:  “You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised.”

Consider these ‘if we continue’ verses.

Colossians 1:22:  “But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation – if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope, held out in the Gospel.”

1 Timothy 2:15:  “But women will be saved through childbearing – if they continue in faith, love, and holiness with propriety.”

The words overcoming, enduring, standing firm, persevering, and continuing are all interchangeable.

Hebrews 12:1-3 defines endurance for us:  “...let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin that so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross...For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.”
Two Parables that don’t support “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What”
Parable of the Ten Virgins - Mathew 25:1-13


“At that time the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps, but did not take any oil with them.  The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.”


“At midnight the cry rang out.  Here’s the bridegroom!  Come out to meet Him.”

 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, Give us some of your oil our lamps are going out.”


“No, they replied, there may not be enough for both us and you.  Instead go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.”


“But, while they were on their way to buy oil, the bridegroom arrived.  The virgins who were ready went in with Him to the wedding banquet.  And the door was shut.”  

“Later the others also came.   Lord, Lord, they said, open the door for us.”


“But He replied; I tell you the truth I do not know you.”


“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”


The bridegroom represents Jesus.  The virgins represent those waiting for Jesus’ return.  Taking oil represents being prepared.  The spiritual message is that only those who are prepared will see the Kingdom of God.  Being prepared means being ready when the Lord returns.

This parable doesn’t support “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What”.  

Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Mathew 18:23-35


“Therefore the Kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement a man who owed him 10,000 talents was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had to be sold to repay the debt.”


“The servant fell on his knees before him.  Be patient with me, he begged, and I will pay back everything.  The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.”


“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 100 denarii.  He grabbed him and began to choke him.  ‘Pay back what you owe me,’ he demanded”


“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me and I will pay you back’.”


“But he refused.  Instead he went off and had the man thrown in prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.”


“Then the master called the servant in.  ‘You wicked servant’, he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.’  ‘Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured until he should pay back all he owed.”


“This is how your heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

The sobering statement at the end of His parable, about who will get into the Kingdom of heaven.  If we are forgiven (which we are at salvation) and we don’t forgive others we are at risk of losing our salvation.  “Once Saved – Always Saved – No Matter What” - not according to this parable.

What can cause us to lose faith?  Here are some of the things taken from the verses that are listed in this hand-out.   Remember our faith is not necessarily lost all at once, but over a period of time can just erode. 

[These are taken from verses previously mentioned]

getting tangled up in sin can cause us to lose faith
not being prepared by keeping our faith strong can do that
not repenting of sin can do that 

wandering from the truth can do that
not listening to, and not following Jesus can do that
and concentrating on worldly things can do that
deliberaty sinning can do that
shrinking back from our salvation can do that
not forgiving our brother can do that 

The key is to fix our eyes on Jesus at all times. 

Scripture teaches that no one (person or spirit) can take our salvation from us; nor can anyone steal it from us; we also cannot lose it accidentally; God will not drop us, or forget us – we are secure as long as we continue in faith.


“Once – Saved – Always Saved – Yes! - As long as we are found believing.

